English Syllabus
(2016-2017)
Class Philosophy:
Welcome to Mrs. Barbulesco-Lamb's English class!  I look forward to sharing with you my love for reading and analyzing literature, poetry, and dramatic plays as well as assisting you in improving your skills in writing and oral expression.  Being able communicate clearly and in a manner appropriate to your receiving audience is a life skill that every person needs in order to be successful, no matter what your career choice.  An aspect of improving communication skills is the building of vocabulary as well as an understanding of etymology (where words come from) and how to properly use words in context.  One also cannot be an excellent communicator without the ability to understand and reflect on information received.  Much emphasis will be placed in our class on learning what it means to read and listen actively as well as how to ingest, summarize, and analyze information, hopefully before formulating an opinion.  I hope that my class will be relevant to your personal goals as a learner, and I encourage you to help guide our class in a direction that will best serve every individual in the room.  Discussion and writing is a large component of our class, and I expect each of you to use both tools to share your unique perspective.

The Tenants of Success According to Mrs. B:
1. Skills/Knowledge

2. Discipline/Accountability

3. Community
Expectations:
I expect that you will come to my class each day ready to learn.  I make the effort to be on time to my class every day and to have all of the necessary supplies as well as the right mindset to be your teacher.  If, for some reason, I am late, unprepared, or not 100% focused (which is very very rare, but I am human too), I will always hold myself accountable and put my best foot forward to give you 200% to make up for the fact that I failed at being prepared.  I will hold each of you to the same standard that I do myself.  You are expected to be on time to my class, to have your needed supplies and homework that is due, and to have an attitude that promotes your learning and the learning of those around you.  When you do not meet these standards, I expect you to hold yourself responsible for your own actions, not to attempt to shift blame onto other people or things.  I am all for positive reinforcement, and you will see that the more you invest in doing your best in my class, the more I will invest in finding extras to make our learning more exciting.  These bonuses can be anything from exciting projects to field trips to resources to guest speakers.

Daily Supplies:
Laptop & Charger

Writing Pen (or pencil but pen is preferred for English)

Composition Notebook for journal entries and notes

Pleasure reading book

The current literature/material we are reading

Any work due that day and/or additional supplies needed for that day

Grading System:
Tests/Essays

50pts

Major Projects 
30-50pts

Vocab Quizzes
15-20pts

Daily Work*

5-10pts

Journal Entries
3pts

*discussions, short responses, etc.
Journal Entry Rules:
1. the room must be silent (you can listen to music in earbuds unless you've lost this privilege)

2. 5 minutes of writing

3. neat handwriting

4. correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation

5. content must be something you are okay sharing with the class
Late Work:
Large Projects/Essays/Presentations
It is imperative for your success and progression in the class that you turn your work in on time, especially these large assignments; however, if you do turn in one of them late, you will lose a 1/3 of a grade (3% off) for each day it is late.  The latest day that I will take one of these assignments is one week after it is due.


For example, if an assignment is due on a Tuesday, the following reductions would happen each day it was late:


3% off on Weds
6% off on Thurs 
9% off on Fri

12% off on Sat 


15% off on Sun
18% off on Mon
21% off on the following Tues 








(Last day the assignment will be accepted)

Daily Classwork, Responses, Discussions, etc.
These assignments can be turned in late before I leave at the end of the day for 10% off. Depending on the circumstances, I may allow you to turn one of these assignments in the day after it is due for 50% but that is up to my discretion and will not be allowed on a regular basis.

Year Long Question: How can I be Phenomenal?
-Empowerment without Entitlement-

C Group
Theme One: Coming of Age in Mysterious Worlds
Literature Addressed:
6th-8th grade - The Marvelous Land of Oz or Ozma of Oz by L. Frank Baum 

9th grade - Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
All - 
All the Broken Pieces by Ann E. Burg

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
Theme Two: Who am I & How Can I Change the World?
Literature Addressed:
6th/7th grade – 
Danny the Champion of the World or Matilda by Roald Dahl



My Teacher Flunked the Planet by Bruce Coville

8th/9th grade – 
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai



Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card
I Group
Theme One: Coming of Age in Mysterious Worlds
Literature Addressed:

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens & Poetry/Literature of Britain


To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee & Literature of the Civil Rights Movement
Theme Two: Who am I & How Can I Change the World?
Literature Addressed:

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai


The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho


Literature/Current Events articles relating to the conflicts between U.S. and the Middle East
