The College Essay Form
Introduction: (everything on this page will be combined into your intro paragraph)

Step One:  Think about the question that is being asked.  You need to think of a general statement that will introduce us to your topic.  For instance, if your essay is about loneliness, you need to introduce us to the topic of loneliness and why it is important.  This step should be at least 2 sentences.
Step Two: In complete sentences, list at least three reasons why you support your thesis.  


• Be sure these flow from one to the next (you may need to use transition words/phrases or you may combine two reasons into one sentence).  



• Also, be sure not to use “you” or “I”!

Step Three:  Write your thesis (your argument - should be clear, solid, and passionate).  This step MUST answer the original essay question!!!
**A note about transitions between paragraphs -- Essays are very boring to read when you start each paragraph with “First....,” “Secondly...,” etc. -or- if you start with “The first reason that proves this argument is...,”  “The second reason...” etc.  Try to come up with something original.  No college professor will want to read those formulaic transitions.  Your reader knows that those are your first or second reasons.  What they want to know is what you have to say about how those reasons support your argument.

Body Paragraph 1: (everything written on this page will be combined into your 1st body paragraph!)
Step Four:  Rework the first of your reasons from your introduction (in Step Two).  Be sure you do not just copy the first reason over!  Think about the idea you were trying to convey and then write a totally different sentence that conveys the same message.
Step Five: Introduce the text (a novel, newspaper article, history book, etc.) that you are using.  Be sure to include the author's name and the title of the work.  If the text is a novel or movie, underline it.  If it is an article, a poem, or a song, put it in "quotes."

Step Six:  Introduce a quote from the text.  Tell us about the scene that was happening as this quote was said, as well as who said/did the quote:

Step Seven: Copy the quote into your essay.  Be sure to cite it in correct MLA format.


Ex: "He ran around, "Where should I go?" he asked (Garvel 23).



• In this example, Garvel is the author's LAST NAME
Step Eight:  How do the actions of the character/s in this quote show that your thesis is true? 


Be sure NOT to use phrases like “This quote supports my argument because...”
(Should be at least 3 sentences in this section.  Use the back if needed.)

Body Paragraph 2: (everything written on this page will be combined into your 2nd body paragraph!)
Step Nine:  Rework the Second of your reasons from your introduction (in Step Two).  Be sure you do not just copy the first reason over!  Think about the idea you were trying to convey and then write a totally different sentence that conveys the same message.
Step Ten: Introduce the text (a novel, newspaper article, history book, etc.) that you are using if this text is different than the text you already introduced.  Be sure to include the author's name and the title of the work.  If the text is a novel or movie, underline it.  If it is an article, a poem, or a song, put it in "quotes."

Step Eleven:  Introduce a quote from the text.  Tell us about the scene that was happening as this quote was said, as well as who said/did the quote:

Step Twelve: Copy the quote into your essay.  Be sure to cite it in correct MLA format.


Ex: "He ran around, "Where should I go?" he asked (Garvel 23).



• In this example, Garvel is the author's LAST NAME
Step Thirteen:  How do the actions of the character/s in this quote show that your thesis is true? 


Be sure NOT to use phrases like “This quote supports my argument because...”
(Should be at least 3 sentences in this section.  Use the back if needed.)

Body Paragraph 3: (everything written on this page will be combined into your 3rd body paragraph!)
Step Fourteen:  Rework the third of your reasons from your introduction (in Step Two).  Be sure you do not just copy the first reason over!  Think about the idea you were trying to convey and then write a totally different sentence that conveys the same message.
Step Fifteen: Introduce the text (a novel, newspaper article, history book, etc.) that you are using if it is different from any text you've used in the essay before.  Be sure to include the author's name and the title of the work.  If the text is a novel or movie, underline it.  If it is an article, a poem, or a song, put it in "quotes."

Step Sixteen:  Introduce a quote from the text.  Tell us about the scene that was happening as this quote was said, as well as who said/did the quote:

Step Seventeen: Copy the quote into your essay.  Be sure to cite it in correct MLA format.


Ex: "He ran around, "Where should I go?" he asked (Garvel 23).



• In this example, Garvel is the author's LAST NAME
Step Eighteen:  How do the actions of the character/s in this quote show that your thesis is true? 


Be sure NOT to use phrases like “This quote supports my argument because...”
(Should be at least 3 sentences in this section.  Use the back if needed.)

And NOW your EARTH SHATTERING conclusion!
1.  FIRST SENTENCE -  Restate your argument in DIFFERENT way than you have before.

2.  YOUR ARGUMENT IN THE WORLD - Think of your argument in terms of the world.  

• What sort of general problem does this relate to in the world?  

3.  BODY OF THE PARAGRAPH (at least three sentences) - Give examples of how this is a problem in the world + Be sure to describe why this problem is so serious!

•  PLEASE NOTE!!! Do NOT restate the three reasons that you listed in the introduction!  A conclusion is NOT a repeat of your introduction.  It is your moment to hit the reader hard with the great importance of your argument in the world today!
4.  FINAL STATEMENT - This is the MOST important moment in your paper.  Use it wisely!  You argued a point using evidence and connected that point to a problem in our world.  NOW, tell us what we are supposed to do about it!!!  Give the readers a solution.  What should people do to solve this problem?

NOTE:  In college, most essays will have a minimum of two quotes per paragraph.  This means that after you finish the listed process above for each body paragraph, you would have an additional introduction of a quote, the quote, and a part where you explain how the actions of the characters in that quote proved your thesis.

Please e-mail Ms. B if you are unsure as to how to incorporate this second quote per body paragraph or if you have any other essay writing questions.  

Her email is: ScullyB9@yahoo.com
Essay Checklist

*look over this BEFORE you turn in your essay!*

__ At least one quote (cited!) or other solid piece of evidence in each body paragraph


**be sure the quotes fully support your argument and that you do not just choose them at random
__ Five paragraphs (introduction, three body paragraphs, conclusion)

__ Mentioned the title and author of each novel BEFORE ever discussing events of characters from that novel

__ Organization that aligns with the College Level Essay handout

__ A conclusion that meets all of the standards of an Earth Shattering Conclusion

__ Grammar check - There should be no errors!

__ Repetition check - Be sure that none of your body paragraphs have sentences that say the same thing twice in different ways.  You want each sentence to say something different!

__ Clarity check - Does every sentence and paragraph make sense?  Have another person read it and tell you what your essay is about.  If they do not say what you have described in your thesis, you need to rework your sentences.

__ Be sure that all work that is not yours has been cited.  Remember, if you do not cite other people's work, that is plagiarism and you will receive a zero on your essay!!!
