
English Syllabus
(2022-2023)

Contact Information:
Mrs. Sarah Barbulesco-Lamb
sbarbulesco@ourciacademy.com
http://www.ourciacademy.com/englishclass
Class Schedule: 

C Group – M 1:05-1:45, T 10:00-10:40*, W 10:50-11:30, Th 1:05-1:45, F 1:05-1:45
I Group – M 11:40-12:20, W 11:40-12:20 + 1:05-1:45, Th 10:00-10:40, F 11:40-12:20
A Group – M 10:00-10:40, W 10:00-10:40, Th 11:40-12:20, F 10:00-11:30 + 11:40-12:20

*English tracking class with Ms. Minter – vocabulary, literary devices, grammar, reading 
comprehension, etc.

Class Philosophy:
Welcome to Mrs. Barbulesco-Lamb's English class!  I look forward to sharing with you my love for 
reading and analyzing literature, poetry, and dramatic plays as well as assisting you in improving your 
skills in writing and oral expression.  Being able communicate clearly and in a manner appropriate to 
your receiving audience is a life skill that every person needs in order to be successful, no matter what 
your career choice.  An aspect of improving communication skills is the building of vocabulary as well 
as an understanding of etymology (the origin of a word) and how to properly use words in context.  
One also cannot be an excellent communicator without the ability to understand and reflect upon 
information received.  Much emphasis will be placed in our class on learning what it means to read and
listen actively as well as how to ingest, summarize, and analyze information, hopefully before 
formulating an opinion.  I hope that my class will be relevant to your personal goals as a learner, and I 
encourage you to help guide our class in a direction that will best serve every individual in the room.  
Discussion and writing is a large component of our class, and I expect each of you to use both tools to 
share your unique perspective.

The Tenants of Success According to Mrs. B:
1. Skills/Knowledge
2. Discipline/Accountability
3. Community

Expectations:
I expect that you will come to my class each day ready to learn.  I make the effort to be on time to my 
class every day and to have all of the necessary supplies as well as the right mindset to be your teacher. 
If, for some reason, I am late, unprepared, or not 100% focused (which is very rare, but I am human 
too), I will always hold myself accountable and put my best foot forward to give you 200% to make up 
for the fact that I failed at being prepared.  I will hold each of you to the same standard that I do myself.
You are expected to be on time to my class, to have your needed supplies and homework that is due, 
and to have an attitude that promotes your learning and the learning of those around you.  When you do
not meet these standards, I expect you to hold yourself responsible for your own actions, not to attempt 
to shift blame onto other people or things.  I am all for positive reinforcement, and you will see that the 
more you invest in doing your best in my class, the more I will invest in finding extras to make our 
learning more exciting.  These bonuses can be anything from exciting projects to field trips to resources
to guest speakers.

mailto:sbarbulesco@ourciacademy.com
http://www.ourciacademy.com/englishclass


Daily Supplies:
Laptop & Charger
Writing Pen (or pencil but pen is preferred for English)
Composition Notebook for journal entries and notes
Pleasure reading book
The current literature/material we are reading
Any work due that day and/or additional supplies needed for that day

Grading System:
Tests/Essays 30pts-80pts
Major Projects 30-50pts
Vocab Quizzes 15-30pts
Daily Work* 5-10pts
Journal Entries/Warm Ups 2pts

*discussions, short responses, notes, etc.

Journal Entry Rules:
1. the room must be silent (you can listen to music in earbuds unless you've lost this privilege)
2. 5 minutes of writing
3. neat handwriting
4. correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation
5. content must be something you are okay sharing with the class

Late Work:
Large Projects/Essays/Presentations
It is imperative for your success and progression in the class that you turn your work in on time, 
especially these large assignments; however, if you do turn in one of them late, you will lose a 1/3 of a 
grade (3% off) for each day it is late.  The latest day that I will take one of these assignments is one 
week after it is due.

For example, if an assignment is due on a Tuesday, the following reductions would happen each
day it was late:

3% off on Weds 6% off on Thurs 9% off on Fri 12% off on Sat 
15% off on Sun 18% off on Mon 21% off on the following Tues 

(Last day the assignment will be accepted)

Daily Classwork, Responses, Discussions, etc.
For C and I Group as well as the first two weeks a student is in A group, daily assignments can be 
turned in late for 1pt or 10% off (whichever is greater) if they are given to me the day after they are 
due.  Students who are in A group must turn in their work by the end of the day it is due for them to 
receive the 1pt or 10% off penalty.  However, students who are repeatedly late with turning in their 
work may lose this privilege.  Depending on the circumstances, I may allow you to turn assignments in 
even later for 50% off but that is up to my discretion and will not be allowed on a regular basis. 
Excused absences are a separate circumstance and all work will be counted on time if turned in by the 
indicated make up work due date.

Actively Learn: Please go to activelylearn.com and create a new account using the following codes:
C Group: iaz1o 
I Group:  iafko
A Group: upm1i 



(C Group)
YEAR LONG THEME: Authority & Justice

Literature Addressed:
Summer Reading:

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson (1970s, Virginia) 
-or- The Outsiders by SE Hinton (1960s, Oklahoma)

Antigone by Sophocles (441 BC, Greece)
Holes by Louis Sachar (1990s, Texas)
The Giver by Lois Lowry (in the unspecified future)

(I Group)
YEAR LONG THEME: The Coming of Age Journey

Literature Addressed:
Summer Reading:

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee (1930s, Alabama) 
-or- The Outsiders by SE Hinton (1960s, Oklahoma)

The Alchemist by Paulo Coehlo (sometime in the 1500s-1800s, Spain-Morocco-Pyramids)
Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes (1960s, New York City)
Rite of Passage by Alexei Panshin (in the future, long after Earth, 2198)

(A Group)
YEAR LONG THEME: The Nature of Humanity

Literature Addressed:
Summer Reading:

Macbeth by William Shakespeare (11th century, Scotland) 
-or- Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly (1940s-1960s, Virginia)

Lord of the Flies by William Golding (a World War around 1950, an unknown island)
Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury (in the “future” 1999-2026, Mars)
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card (in the unspecified future)


